
Get ready, Halloween is coming!  A perfect time for parents and children to 
spend time together carving pumpkins, designing costumes and planning ‘trick-
or-treat’ activities.  Kids can lose themselves in fun without having to worry 
about normal, proper, or appropriate behavior.  They can act out their fantasies, 
dreams and imagination—it’s OK—it’s Halloween!

Spend this month of October making homemade decorations to set the scene 
for your Halloween happenings.  “Together Time” moments today are worth a 
million memories tomorrow!

Handy Bat
Make use of your child’s hands as 
wings to make this fun Halloween bat.  
Trace each hand onto black poster 
board, heavy construction paper or 
fun foam.  Then cut out a head with 
pointed ears.  Assemble the pieces 
with glue or tape.

Decorate with googly eyes (or paper 
ones), a pompom nose, and a freaky 
mouth cut from white paper.  Add a 
yarn or ribbon loop at the top to hang 
this bat decoration around the house.

RECYCLED GHOST
You will need:
• One white plastic kitchen-size 

trash bag
• One white round balloon
• Rubber band or twist tie
• Black construction paper
• Tape or glue
• Heavy string

Blow up the balloon until it’s as big as 
you would like the head of your ghost.  
Put the balloon in a plastic bag and 
situate it so that a corner of the bottom 
of the bag is at the top of the balloon.  
Tie the bag just below the bottom of 
the balloon. The rest of the bag will 
drape like the ghosts’ body.  Cut out 
facial features from black construction 
paper.  Either glue or tape these in 
place.  Make a hole in the top of the 
bag (make sure you don’t pop the 
balloon) just large enough to insert 
some heavy string.  Tie the string 
tightly and hang your ghost in the 
house or from a tree branch.

TIC-TAC-BOO!
Take the traditional tic-tac-toe game 
and give it Halloween flair.  Cut a 
large pumpkin from a sheet of orange 
poster board.  Draw the game grid 
with a black marker.  Cut markers (in 
Halloween shapes) from construction 
paper.  Another good tip is to use 
your computer and find clip art that 
would serve as markers—you need 
at least five markers of two different 
shapes.  Preserve your game board 
and pieces covering them with clear 
plastic adhesive paper if you wish.  
Enjoy playing this game with your 
children—think about how you can 
make this game for other holidays too!

Creepy creature
Remind the kids Frankenstein was 
created with all kinds of odd parts.  
Grab the recycle bin and invite 
your child to glue together all kinds 
of materials to create their unique 
creature. A low temperature glue gun 
is best (Adult supervision at all times) 
or tacky glue.  Start with a box or two 
and then glue on other household 
leftovers you can find. Continue 
building upward until you are satisfied 
with your creepy creation.

SLIME
This is not edible, but loads of fun for play. 
Please supervise young children.

Mixture One:
• 1/4 cup white Elmer’s glue
• 1/4 cup water
• Food coloring

Mixture Two:
• One-eighth cup water
• One-half teaspoon Borax

Mix mixture One in one bowl, and 
mixture Two in another.  Make sure 
both are well mixed.  Add mixture 
One into mixture Two.  Reach in 
and pull out your slime.  Knead it for 
1-2 minutes until formed.  Store in a 
plastic zip lock bag.

SPOOKY CHOCOLATE SPIDERS
You will need:
• One 12-ounce package chocolate chips
• One medium can of dry chow mein noodles
• One package of M & M’s
• Waxed paper

Place the chocolate chips in a medium size bowl.  Melt the chocolate in the 
microwave.  Invite your child to stir in the noodles, saving some extra noodles 
to use as spider legs after the bodies are made.  Let cool slightly.  Drop by 
spoonfuls onto the wax paper.  Your child can now add eight spider legs to 
the main body.  Make spider faces with colorful M & M candies.  Store these 
Halloween treats in the refrigerator until ready to serve.


